
July 14, 15 & 16th 2004 Communities, Conservation 

 
& Water Use  

Changes to natural river flow patterns by 
impoundment and water extraction, compounded 
by severe drought, have affected river health. 

The Auditorium, CluBarham  

The River Basin Management Society 
(RBMS) is a leading Australian group supporting 
the concept of Catchment Management and its 
participants in the theory, practice and management 
of ICM.  The RBMS, established in 1986, has about 
400 members and is influential in the natural resource 
and integrated catchment management field with 
government and catchment management authorities. 

Murray Street 
 

Barham. N. S. W. Many of our wetlands, which play a vital role in the 
health of our river systems, are in desperate need 
of a good flooding.  There are considerable 
concerns also, for the survival of many of our 
admired red-gum forests. 

 
 
 
 
  
Communities  

Enormous strain has been imposed on irrigators 
and Primary Producers who have had their water 
allocations significantly reduced.  Whilst many 
recognise and comment on the environmental 
situation, not so readily acknowledged are the 
consequences for communities.  The signs are 
often subtle – such as water trading by cash 
strapped farmers, or severe productivity decline 
with resultant financial repercussions.  Farm 
development and maintenance is curtailed and 
land values reduced. 

The RBMS was established to "advance a balanced 
approach to land, water & natural resource 
management on a catchment basis".  We do this by 
being open to all involved or interested in our aims; 
holding conferences on topics relevant to our aims; 
publishing a regular newsletter; assisting students 
undertaking research work at Honours & Post 
Graduate levels; assisting in information gathering & 
dissemination; supporting a non-profit foundation; 
and being an independent body of opinion.  
Membership is only $45 per year ($25 for Students).  
You can contact the Society at www.rbms.com.au or 
email at president@rbms.com.au 

Conservation  
& Water Use!   

 
 

 
• ISSUES  

The effect upon farmers and families can be 
considerable.  The compounding effect upon 
communities and country townships can be quite 
profound.  Wise water use must embrace secure 
water for urban use, guaranteed water for the 
environment, and very importantly, reliable water 
for land producers.  Appropriate land use, and 
development, must be commensurate with land 
capability and suitability assessment, consistent 
with balanced water use. 

 

Registration Inquiries  • OPPORTUNITIES Jean Rau 
2 Mark Crt, Diggers Rest, Vic 3427 

• RESPONSIBILITIES Ph. (03) 9740 0010, MOB 0427 024 620 
 

Program Inquiries  Bob Rau  Ron Hodges 
0427 024 620 (03) 9802 4859  
bobrau1@bigpond.com           rghodges@netlink.com.au The River Basin Management Society is proud to 

present this valuable seminar.   

Cost   (All Inclusive) The RBMS have assembled a group of speakers to 
discuss these vital resources issues.  To set the 
stage for this conference, we have organised a 
field trip to view first handedly these issues, 
following which time will be afforded for what will 
inevitably be a warm hearted debate. 

 
 $250  Full Registration Fee 

 

$185  RBMS Members 
$160  Students & Community 

Groups (documentation required) 
 
10%Discount for Early Bird Registrations before 
14/6/04 

 
 

http://www.rbms.com.au/
mailto:president@rbms.com.au
mailto:bobrau1@bigpond.com
mailto:rghodges@netlink.com.au


Costs on reverse side and 
Conference Registration Form 
on attached map sheet. 
 
 
Getting There 
CluBarham is located in the heart of 
Barham, a popular local Services Club with 
excellent Conference facilities.  Located on 
the Murray River, across from the Victorian 
township of Koondrook, Barham is 
approximately 4 hours from Melbourne, and 
20 minutes from Kerang. 
For accommodation options, please note 
attached Map Sheet 
 
Who Should Attend? 
 

o Water & Environmental Managers 
o Farmers and Irrigators 
o Scientists & Engineers 
o Consultants & Academics 
o Students & Community 

representatives 
 

Seminar Objectives 
 

! To facilitate the debate on water use; 
! To involve the community and 

irrigators in the debate of water 
reform issues; 

! To create links between the 
community, academics and 
managers; 

!  And, to discuss environmental flows, 
wetland & forest conservation. 

 

Program 
 

Wednesday July 14th 2004 
 Pre-registration 
 
6 to 7.30 pm Pre-registration & 
Light Meal 
 
Thursday July 15th 2004 
Day One  
 
8.30 Registration 

ISSUES 
 
9:15 Outline of the day (MC) 
 Welcome and  
      Formal Opening 
 
10.00-10.30 Morning Tea 
 
10.30 Board Buses to tour selected sites 

Illustrating: 

  Land Use 

  Conservation & 

  Water Management Issues 

 
3.30-4.00   Return on buses for Afternoon 

Tea 
 
4:30  Panel Discussion on Sites Visited 
 
 
 
7:30 Dinner – With Speaker 
 

 
 
Friday July 16 th. 2004 
 

OPPORTUNITIES & 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

9:00   Day 2 Welcome & Housekeeping 
 
9.15 Wetland Benchmarking (Rhonda Butcher – 

Monash University) 
  
9:50 Wetland Management / Societal Connection 

(Anne Graesser G-MW) 
 
10:30 to 11:00     Morning tea 
 
11:00 The role of Local Government in Rural Land 

Use and development.   
 (Roger Griffiths – Economic Development 

Officer, Gannawarra Shire) 
 
11:40 Partnerships between Conservation & 

Irrigation (Alex Marshall – Environmental 
Manager, Murray Irrigation Ltd) 

 
12:15 to 1.15 Lunch 
 
1:20 Sustainable Irrigation & Land Use = 

Sustainable Communities (Merrill Boyd – 
CEO Murray Valley Community Action 
Group) 

 
2:00 Social change Implication for Rural 

Communities  (Neil Barr D.P.I.) 
 
2:35 to 2:45 Afternoon Tea 
 
2:45 Conference Forum  

4.15 Close 
 



                                                                                                                                                                                         
Communities 

Conservation & Water Use 
Registration Form 

 
Please photocopy this page and mail back or 

Fax to Jean Rau (03) 9740 0010 
River Basin Management Society 

RBMS ABN: 52 035 818 717 
 

 
Name:…………………………………………………… 
 
Organization:…………………………………………… 
 
.………………………………………………………….. 
 
Ph:……………………………Fax:…….……………… 
 
Email:……………………………………………………. 
(updates of program and details will be made via email) 
 
Payment Option:  !  credit card     !  M/O    !  cheque 
(Cheques to: River Basin Management Society) 
 
Amount ($) ………………. 
 
Signed……………………………………….…………..  
 
!  M’Card                     !  Visa                  !  B’Card  
 
Card Holder:……………………………………………… 
 
Card No  _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _ 
 
Exp Date  _ _  / _ _  
 
 
Please inform us of any special dietary requirements: 
 
……………..……………………………………… 
 

TAX INVOICE 
(The RBMS is not registered for GST) 

CluBarham [C] is located on the corner of Murray St and Niemur St. 
Motels [M], Hotels [H] and Caravan Park are marked. 
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