


TWO CONFERENCES

Two Conferences and a Holiday!

By Barry Lewis

No this is not a film title but it does
describe an exhausting eight week (57
days) stint and 23,000 flight miles
around the world to attend the “14"
Stockholm Water Symposium”
(Sweden) and “Children with
Leukaemia Conference” in
Westminster Church House, London
(England) with a bit of travelling
between the conferences as well as
before and after. Then again this was
a self funded jaunt without
sponsorship.

Now for a brief reflection on just one
of the conferences!

The program and structure of “14"
Stockholm Water Symposium - World
Water Week” was action packed with
nearly 1300 participants representing
98 countries and 105 speakers of
which | was one. The material used to
write this review has been extracted
from the “World Water Week Daily”
conference information sheets,
“Abstract Volume” and notes taken at
workshops, plenary and closing
sessions.

In the opening, panel debate, plenary
and closing sessions a number of
issues were discussed.

O The Issue of Corruption

O What has industry done to
reduce environmenta
problems since 20037

O Economic growth and water

Workshops

Listed is an overview of the core
subjects at the conference. There
were eight workshops which ran on
different days and at different times.

The titles of these were:
1. Systems for Sustainable Urban
Water Services

2. Principles for Management of
Urban Water Services

3. Recycling and Nutrients in the
Urban and Rural Context

4. Green/Blue Water Management
Options for Crop Production in
Semi-arid Tropic

5. Cascading and Effective Water Use
in Catchment Systems

6. Water for Efficient, Sustainable
Fisheries and Aquaculture

7. Sustainable Groundwater
Management in Urban and Rural
Areas

8. Water Governance AKey Driver for
Food and Urban Security

In conclusion, water is an investment
and not a cost. From this conference |
have the take home message that by
investing in water we invest in health,
poverty reduction, stable government,
gender equality, consumer freedom of
choice and education. The reason for
this is because water is integrated into
the fabric of life, and like air, it knows
no boundary, if left to its own course.
We are custodians who have taken on
the responsibility of management of
this resource. Like the lands, in which
we live, we need to leave our water in
better quality for those who follow
after us.

The Water Map of
Melbourne

Catherine Oke and Georgia Garrard,
Earth Systems Pty Ltd

With climate change predicted to add
pressure to Melbourne's water storage
capacity, and population continuing to
increase, Melbourne is facing some
serious water challenges, including
ensuring a secure supply of water and
protecting our natural assets, such as
Melbourne's creeks and rivers and
Port Phillip Bay. This means we need
to look at our water consumption and
recycling levels if we wish Victoria to
have a sustainable water future.

Have you ever wondered where
Melbourne's water comes from? Or
how much water Melbourne uses or
recycles? Did you know that rainfall
across Melbourne varies from less
than 500 mm/year in the west, to over
1400 mml/year in the east? Why is
this the case, and how has it affected
the development of Australia's second
largest city?

These challenges (and questions), and
some solutions to the issues, are
presented on The Water Map of
Melbourne, a map and CD ROM
produced by Earth Systems as part of
the Smart Water Fund, with support
from the City of Melbourne and EPA
Victoria. Released during National
Water Week on October 22, 2004,
The Water Map of Melbourne is an
essential resource focussing on one of
the most important issues facing the
future of the. The map and CD ROM
aim to educate the user about all
aspects of water in Melbourne and
encourage the development of
sustainable water management,
recycling and improved water quality.
The Water Map of Melbourne and CD
ROM draw important water-related
information from a wide range of
resources, including books, reports,
websites and water industry
publications, into a single, easy-to-use
resource. Both the map and the CD
ROM present this information in over
300 spatial points on a map of greater
Melbourne, in addition to 52 charts
and tables, covering the areas of
Rainfall, Runoff & Stormwater, Stream
& River Health, Water Supply, Water
Quality, Water Use, Wastewater,
Reuse & Recycling and Trends &
Future Directions. The data presented
has been independently reviewed by a
multidisciplinary technical steering
committee with expertise in
Melbourne's water. As a result, The
Water Map of Melbourne provides a
balanced, factual and interesting view
of Melbourne's water resources,
identifying areas of achievement and
concern, as well as new developments
and recycling schemes within the
greater Melbourne region.

They are visually appealing and fun
resources, yet at the same time, they
are packed with essential information
and statistics relating to Melbourne's
water resources. The unique format
and compilation of data on two
complimentary media allows the user
to determine the amount of information
they extract from the map, which could
range from something as simple as the
location of the first attempt at
European settlement in Port Phillip
Bay, to Melbourne's complex water.
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supply and treatment systems and
the issues that the city faces in
ensuring a secure and
environmentally sustainable supply of
water into the future.

Both resources are important
educational tools for students, and
anyone with an interest in water or
environment issues. Further
information and details for obtaining
copies of the map and CD ROM can
be found online at
http://www.earthsystems.com.au/mel

mapwater

Earth Systems are a Melbourne based
company focussed on implementing
innovative and effective environment,
water and sustainability solutions.
Earth Systems' have previously
produced The Australian Water Map
(2003), the Environment Map of
Australia (2000) and the World
Environment Map (2002) (See
www.earthsystems.com.au/map).

Earth Systems have offered a group
discount to all River Basin News
readers a 10% discount, if you order
by the end of the year! Please
mention the newsletter to gain your
discount.

EnviroNet 'Learn, Lead,
Inspire Naturally'
(Web-based NRM
Network)

Rebecca Wilken, Glenelg-Hopkins
CMA

Keeping abreast of all that is going on,
relating to natural resources
management within the Glenelg
Hopkins region, can be challenging.
There's always so much happening:
workshops, field days, public
meetings, courses, and the prepration
of strategies and plans. Good
communication is essential if people
are going to stay informed.

EnviroNet is a free email-based
bulletin that will be distributed right
across the region. Presently more
than 250 people have subscribed.

But what makes this different to all the
other electronic bulletins that appear
in your inbox? EnviroNet is basically
a gateway to other sources of
information or activities. So for
instance, rather than containing actual
articles, the bulletin will provide a brief

Watching for Nessie?

Did you ever want to search for the
Lochness Monster? Obviously, an
important issue for catchment
managers in Australia?! (not) But, if
you do want to search for this mythical
creature and can't afford to travel,
there is a web cam which allows you
to watch the famous loch. The
information below is extracted from
their website........

The Loch Ness Investigation Bureau
(LNIB) were active during the 1960's
and early 1970's (weird beards were
in fashion back then!) and a large
team of dedicated individuals kept a
more or less constant vigil over the
loch. Many photographs were taken
of strange anomalies in the water and
some of the video evidence has still
not been explained.

Loch Ness plunges to a depth of over
250m (750 feet) and the crushing
pressure and pitch black water has
made investigation by diving more or
less impossible. Nevertheless, one or
two submarines have paid a visit to
the bottom but have failed to locate
comprehensive proof of a large
monster.

summary or index with links to the
appropriate source for the full details.
It also provides the user with current
information on grants, employment,
education, research, regional news
and publications.

Another feature of EnviroNet is that it
offers and relies on interaction with its
Readers. If you have an up coming
event, it will be very easy to submit
the basic details via the email using a
standardised data form. So in
contrast to the usual newsletter
format, where information is invited,
submitted and then edited, EnviroNet
will allow direct contributions from its
readers. In fact, the value of
EnviroNet depends entirely on
thecontributions from interested
individuals and organisations spread
throughout the wonderful south west
of Victoria.

During November the first EnviroNet
conference was held in Hamilton with
over 100 people attending to discuss
natural resource management. All
presenters were excellent and well
received covering a broad range of
topics. It gave all delegates the
opportunity to liaise, network and form

RiverBasimews

Over the years hundreds of witnesses
have come forward with tales of what
they have seen in or around the loch.
Classic evidence includes stories of
upturned boats and serpent-like necks
twisting up out of the water.

Sadly, some Loch Ness researchers
now seek to debunk the possibility of
unknown monsters living beneath the
loch. But their evidence must be
placed in context, particularly as some
of the loudest debunkers are not
qualified scientists. Some are ccepted
by the public at large. Certainly, this
website believes that a great deal of
evidence exists in favour of the
existence of a Loch Ness Monster
phenomenon.

formally unqualified people with their
own pet theories, which they wish to
see accepted by the public at large.
Certainly, this website believes that a
great deal of evidence exists in favour
of the existence of a Loch Ness
Monster phenomenon.

Loch Ness is a vast and beautiful body
of water. You can interpret the
evidence and the mysteries for
yourself. Look out for a new Loch
Ness boat cam and underwater
webcam!

www.lochness.co.uk/livecam/

new partnerships. Everybody went
away enthused to
‘learn, lead, inspire ~ Naturally”!

EnviroNet is distributed on a monthly
basis. If you would like to subscribe
or find out more about EnviroNet, log
onto www.environet.glenelg-
hopkins.vic.gov.au or email Rebecca
Wilken on r.wilken@ghcma.vic.gov.au

The opinions expressed in this
newsletter
are not necessarily those

of the RBMS or it committee
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